The Parish of Mill End and Heronsgate with West Hyde

Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity: 29th August 2010
Parish Eucharist
ENTRANCE HYMN:  New English Hymnal (NEH) 285 omit v6
COLLECT OF THE DAY: Almighty God, who called your Church to bear witness that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself: help us to proclaim the good news of your love, that all who hear it may be drawn to you;
through him who was lifted up on the cross, and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. All: Amen.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 2:4-13
Hear the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob, all you clans of the house of Israel.
This is what the LORD says: “What fault did your fathers find in me, that they strayed so far from me? They followed worthless idols and became worthless themselves. They did not ask, ‘Where is the LORD, who brought us up out of Egypt and led us through the barren wilderness, through a land of deserts and rifts, a land of drought and darkness, a land where no-one travels and no-one lives?’ I brought you into a fertile land to eat its fruit and rich produce. But you came and defiled my land and made my inheritance detestable. The priests did not ask, ‘Where is the LORD?’ Those who deal with the law did not know me; the leaders rebelled against me. The prophets prophesied by Baal, following worthless idols. “Therefore I bring charges against you again,” declares the LORD. “And I will bring charges against your children’s children. Cross over to the coasts of Kittim and look, send to Kedar and observe closely; see if there has ever been anything like this: Has a nation ever changed its gods? (Yet they are not gods at all.) But my people have exchanged their Glory for worthless idols. Be appalled at this, O heavens, and shudder with great horror,” declares the LORD. “My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of living water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water.”
This is the word of the Lord.   All: Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 81
R/ Sing merrily to God our strength; shout for joy to the God of Jacob

Sing merrily to God our strength, 
shout for joy to the God of Jacob.

‘I am the Lord your God,
who brought you up from the land of Egypt; 
open your mouth wide and I shall fill it.’ R/

But my people would not hear my voice 
and Israel would not obey me.

So I sent them away in the stubbornness of their hearts, 
and let them walk after their own counsels. R/

O that my people would listen to me, 
that Israel would walk in my ways!

But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat 
and with honey from the rock would I satisfy them. R/

SECOND READING: Hebrews 13:1-8; 15-16
Keep on loving each other as brothers. Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow-prisoners, and those who are ill-treated as if you yourselves were suffering. Marriage should be honoured by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral. Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?” Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and for ever. Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise – the fruit of lips that confess his name. And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.

This is the word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God.
GRADUAL HYMN: NEH 499
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
THE GOSPEL: Luke 14:1; 7-14
One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully watched. When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honour at the table, Jesus told them this parable: “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honour, for a person more distinguished than you may have been invited. If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, ‘Give this man your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important place. But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you will be honoured in the presence of all your fellow guests. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbours; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

OFFERTORY HYMN: NEH 369
POST COMMUNION PRAYER: God our creator, you feed your children with the true manna, the living bread from heaven: let this holy food sustain us through our earthly pilgrimage until we come to that place where hunger and thirst are no more; through Jesus Christ our Lord. All: Amen.
RECESSIONAL HYMN: NEH 436
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Everyone is welcome to coffee at the back of the church after the service at St. John’s this morning.
Loop system available at St. Peter’s and St.Thomas’. Large print also available.

Invitation to all Parishioners -Canon Robin is proposing during the few months he is with us to arrange a series of informal discussion sessions with small groups of parishioners, over a cup of tea/coffee, to help us all think about what the parish has experienced over the past months, begin to move forward together and look to the future with greater confidence. We hope the groups will be very well attended so that the process of healing and moving forward can take place more quickly. Please contact Sue or Helen by phone, email, or via the parish office, giving your phone number (and email address if you have one) and preferred time of day for the session (am, pm or evening). Canon Robin is very much looking forward to seeing you all! Helen and Sue (Parish Wardens (helen.ford63@ntlworld.com, 773695, suemerchant@hotmail.com, 446849) 

Sunday Evening Services - From 5th September there will be changes to the current Evensong service. In order to give everyone in the parish the opportunity of attending evening worship on a Sunday the following has been decided. The first and third Sunday of the month Evening Prayer will be said at St Thomas' and on the fourth Sunday at St Peter's.  Choral Evensong will continue to be sung at St Peter's on the second Sunday of the month. These services will begin at 6.00pm. We hope you will be able to come along for this peaceful end to the day.

Adult Confirmation Preparation: Fr Charles is planning to offer a Confirmation Preparation course for any adults who are interested in being Confirmed. This will commence in October,
leading to a Confirmation service late in the year.  People who would like to join, or enquire about it, are asked to give their names to the Parish Office.
Saturday 11th September - Sponsored Bike & Hike in aid of the Beds & Herts Historic Churches Trust. For further details and sponsorship forms, please contact Marion Baskeyfield (775587).

Saturday 11th September – BBQ at Paul & Rosemary’s CANCELLED due to unforeseen events. .
Wednesday 15th September – Concert by the Northwood Volunteer Band in St. Thomas’ Church at 7.30pm. Tickets £7 to include refreshments from Ian Watkinson. (773493). This is always a great evening’s entertainment – please make every effort to attend.

Saturday 18th September – St. Thomas’ Outing to Peterborough. Cost £15. Please contact Barbara Smith if you are interested (720231).

Sunday 26th September - Parish service and bring and share lunch farewell to Fr David -  A card is available for signing in the parish office or labels are at the back of church with boxes for any contributions to his leaving gift.

Bishop's Harvest appeal - this year is for The Climate Justice Fund which helps farmers & families grow crops in a changing climate. Contributions and cheques can be passed to the parish office, PCC treasurer or parish wardens by mid Sept, made payable to 'St Albans DBF.' Thanks for your help.
Deanery Prayer Rota – St. Lawrence, Bovingdon. Please continue to pray for our Vicar Tim Marshall and for the effectiveness of the medical treatment he is receiving. Please pray for his wife Anne and their family at this time. Please pray for all those who are taking services and providing pastoral support that they may help us to move forward as a Church. We give thanks for this support and the many people who are praying for Tim and for us.

Please pray for the sick at home or in hospital, especially those on our sick list Gordon Smith, Terry Wilson, Kay Ridgeway, Phyllis Cole, Revd Tim Marshall, David Woodcock, Geoffrey Saul, Ronald Bond, Debbie Mills, Alan Brereton, Rachel Everett, Cheryl Jones, Tom Samuels, Doris Davis, Colin Malthouse,  Jo Baker, Carol Williams, Baby Cameron Holder, David Bell, Pauline Palmer, Sylvia Westbury, David Leach, Brenda Payne, Agnes Pollard, Linda William, Colin Dear, Joyce Mitchell, Pat Woollams 
And for the repose of the souls of : and those whose anniversaries fall at this time: Colin McCollough, Charles Woods, Vincent Cobb, Frederick Cobb, Sidney Cobb, Harry Jinks
Please let us know if anyone is sick, in hospital, bereaved or in need of a visit.

Margaret or Elaine, Parish Office (772785) Mon – Fri 9am-11am

E-mail: office.parish@btinternet.com. Parish Website please visit parishofmillend.org.uk
Services for this week

Sunday 29th August: Twelfth Sunday after Trinity
8.00
am
The Eucharist: Fr. Charles Parry




St. Peter’s
10.30am
Parish Eucharist: Canon Robin Brown



St. John’s
3.45pm
Care Home Service:
Helen Ford





Meresworth
6.00pm
Evensong








St. Peter’s

Thursday 2nd September
7.30pm
Eucharist









St. Thomas’

Saturday 4th September

2.00pm       Wedding: Ernesto Chesculescu & Elizabeth Bedford


St. Peter’s

Next Sunday: 5th September: Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity

8.00am
The Eucharist



    
 
 


St. Peter’s
9.00am
The Eucharist








St. John’s

10.00am
Family Worship & Friendship Club



Maple X School



Barbara Smith (OT & Psalm); Jean Randall (NT); Maggie Owen (Int)
10.30am
Family Eucharist







St. Peter’s



Anne Short (OT & Psalm); Derek Cole (NT); John Brading (Int)
3.45pm
Care Home Service







Meresworth
6.00pm      Evening Prayer





 


St. Thomas’
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